SUMMARY A previously fit 44 year old man presented with acute staphylococcal pneumonia. Despite appropriate antibiotics he showed signs of continuing sepsis and eventually died. At necropsy endocarditis of the eustachian valve was found.
In the fetus the eustachian valve (valve of the inferior vena cava) directs blood flow preferentially from the inferior vena cava through the foramen ovale into the left atrium. In the adult it is redundant and usually rudimentary' although sometimes it is large enough to form a septum dividing the right atrium and creating cor 
